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President Nixon has said that “the buyer has the right to register his dissatisfaction and have 
his complaint heard and weighed when his interests are badly served.” Some of the proposals before 
Federal departments & agencies offer opportunities for consumers to make their views known. You 
may want to testify or submit written comments. In writing comments, give your name & address, 
state the name and Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and ex- 


plain your views briefly & clearly. 


Lead paints 


Household paints shipped by manufacturers after 
Dec. 31, 1973, may not contain more than 0.06% lead, 


under a new regulation issued by the Food & Drug 
Administration. 


The FDA order covers only those paints and coatings 
intended to be used indoors. Outdoor paints will be 
covered in future FDA regulations. 


The new regulation also provides that 


—Paints shipped by manufacturers during 1973 may 
not contain more than 0.5% lead. 

—Toys finished with paint that does not comply with 
FDA regulations will be banned. 


The regulations were designed to combat lead poison- 
ing, a serious medical problem among children who chew 
on surfaces—such as window sills or the sides of cribs— 
which have been coated with lead-based paint. 


The regulations will not take effect immediately be- 
cause FDA wants to allow manufacturers time to test the 
lead substitutes they will use in paints in the future. 


The Public Health Service also issued an order gov- 
erning the use of lead-based paints. The health service 
order prohibits Federal agencies from using lead-based 
paints on any housing they construct or rehabilitate. 


For details on the FDA regulation, see Federal 
Register, March 11, page 5229. For the health service 
regulation, see Federal Register, March 7, page 4915. 


Diluted orange juice beverages 


Within the next 6 months consumers should know how 
much orange juice is in a diluted orange juice beverage 
by reading the label. Food & Drug Administration has 
issued a regulation, to be effective by mid-September, 
requiring packagers of diluted orange juice beverages 
to state the percentage of pure orange juice on the label 
as part of the name of the drink. 


The percentage will be expressed in 5% incre- 
ments (35%, 40%, 45%, etc.) for most dilutions but in 
2% increments for dilutions in the 2% to 10% range. 


The regulation is aimed at ending the confusion over 
orange beverage terms such as “juice drink,” drink ade,” 
and “breakfast drink” cited last May by Virginia Knauer, 
Special Assistant to the President for Consumer Affairs. 
She urged government and industry to provide consumers 
with meaningful standards of identity for all diluted 
fruit-juice products. 


Under the regulation, 4 categories or names of 
orange beverages are established: 


e “Orange Juice Drink Blend Containing — per- 
cent Orange Juice”’—the percentage to be at least 70% 
but not more than 95%; 

e “Orange Juice Drink Containing -— percent 
Orange Juice”’—the percentage to be at least 35% but 
less than 70%; 

e “Orange Drink Containing __ percent Orange 
Juice”—the percentage to be at least 10% but less than 
35%; 

e “Orange Flavored Drink Containing ___ percent 


Orange Juice”—the percentage to be less than 10% but 
more than 0%. 


The percentage, stated prominently on the label, 
must be rounded down to the nearest 5% (nearest 2% in 
the case of orange flavored drink, with a statement of 
“less than 2 percent” required for a beverage with be- 
tween 0% and 2% orange juice), For example, if the 
beverage contains 58% orange juice, the label will state: 
“Orange Juice Drink Containing 55 percent Orange Juice.” 


FDA is preparing another set of regulations to cover 
the labeling of products that look and taste like orange 
juice but do not contain any orange juice. 


Until April 10, written objections to the new regu- 
lation will he considered. They should be filed with the 
Hearing Clerk, Department of Health, Education & Wel- 
fare, Room 6-88, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Md. 


20852. For more details, see Federal Register, March 
11, page 5224, 


Gasoline hearings 


Environmental Protection Agency has scheduled hear- 
ings in Washington, Dallas and Les Angeles on its pro- 
posal to reduce the amount of lead in gasoline. 


The hearings are an opportunity for consumers and 
others to state their views on the EPA proposal (1) that 
service stations be required to offer a nearly lead-free 
grade of gasoline beginning July 1, 1974, and (2) that 
there be a gradual reduction of lead in regular and 


premium gasolines over a four-year period beginning 
Jan. 1, 1974. 


The Washington hearing will be April 11 at 10 a.m. 
in the Commerce Dept. auditorium, 14th and E Streets, 
N.W. 


The Dallas hearing will be April 27 at 10 a.m. in 
the EPA auditorium, Suite 1100, 1600 Patterson St. 


The Los Angeles hearing will be May 2 at 10 a.m. 





in Room 1138, Junipero Serra Bldg., 107 S. Broadway. 


Those who want to make statements at any of the 
hearings should notify Dr. Norman D. Shutler, Presiding 
Officer, Mobile Source Enforcement Division, Environ- 
mental Protection Agency, Room 3609, 401 M St., S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20406, at least 5 days before hearings. 


For details, see Federal Register, March 14, page 


5303 


Study group charters 


April 3 is the deadline for comments on a Civil Aero- 
nautics Board proposal to allow some time for independ- 


ent travel to students who go abroad on study group 
charters. 


Study group charters feature at least four weeks of 
formal classes abroad as well as supervised travel. The 
charterer may be an educational institution or the spon- 
sor of a course of study at a school abroad. Most par- 
ticipants are high school or college students. 

Two study group charters—the American Institute for 
Foreign Study Inc. and Trans International Airlines 
Inc.—petitioned the CAB asking for a regulation provid- 
ing for independent travel time at the students’ expense. 
However, to minimize the risk of stranding students 
abroad, the CAB put restrictions on its travel proposal: 


—A student under 18 may not travel independently 
unless he is accompanied by an adult. In addition, he 
must have a statement of parental consent to his planned 
independent travel. The consent statement must include 
the name and address of the adult who will travel with 
him. 

—All students must submit travel itineraries in ad- 
vance to the study group officials for approval. 

—When necessary, study group officials must provide 
financial and other assistance to assure that students are 
not without food, shelter or other necessities during their 
independent travel. A student who receives such assist- 
ance would have to reimburse the charter group. 

—The time that study group officials may set aside 
for independent travel can not be more than half of the 
time provided for formal academic studies. 


For details, see Federal Register, March 3, page 4453. 
Send 12 copies of comments to the Docket Section, Civil 
Aeronautics Board, Washington, D.C. 20428. 


Fair credit reporting 


April 7 is the deadline for commenting on proposed 
interpretations by the Federal Trade Commission of the 
Fair Credit Reporting Act, which became effective on 
April 25, 1971. The purpose of the act is to prevent 
misuse of information about consumers’ credit ratings. 


The interpretations do not have force of law, but 
are intended as guidelines to clarify the act. They would 


—Prohibit distribution by credit bureaus of “credit 
guides” listing consumers’ credit ratings; 

—Allow distribution of “protective bulletins” to iden- 
tify check forgers, swindlers and other criminals; 

—Require that consumers be informed when they are 
denied credit on the basis of information furnished by 
loan exchanges; 

—Require that when an insurance company uses a 
state motor vehicle report to deny or increase the cost 
of a consumer’s insurance, it inform him of the agency’s 
identity; 

—Forbid consumer reporting agencies to pre-screen 


prospects’ names for credit worthiness for direct mail so- 
licitations. 


Send comments to Secretary, Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, Washington, D.C. 20580. For details, see Federal 
Register, March 8, page 4982. 


Airline reservations 


April 18 is the deadline for comments on two Civil 
Aeronautics Board proposals governing plane reservations. 


The two alternative proposals were designed to pro- 
tect the passenger who “confirms” his plane reserva- 
tions by telephone. Until recently, domestic airlines con- 
sidered phone reservations merely tentative. A seat on 


a plane was not confirmed until a passenger received his 
ticket. 


One remedy under consideration by CAB would al- 
low the airlines to be bound by reservations confirmed 
by phone. But unless an airline states clearly that 
phone reservations will be binding and not merely tenta- 
tive, its agents would be prohibited from confirming 
reservations until a ticket was issued. 


Under a second alternative proposal, all carriers 


confirming reservations by phone would have to be bound 
by them. 


The two alternative proposals replace the April 
1971 CAB proposal to prohibit the practice of confirming 
reservations before a ticket is issued. 


For details, see Federal Register, March 4, page 4722. 
Send 12 copies of comments to Docket Section, Civil Aero- 
nautics Board, Washington, D.C. 20428. 


Aircraft communication 


May 31 is the deadline for comments on a Federal 
Aviation Agency proposal to require public-address and 
interphone-communications systems on airplanes. Almost 
all commercial planes already have public-address sys- 


tems. The regulation simply would make mandatory what 
is already in effect. 


For details, see Federal Register, March 2, page 4358. 
Send comments in duplicate to Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration, Office of the General Counsel, Washington, D.C. 
20591, Attention: Rules Docket, GC-24. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Tuesday through Saturday (except days after Federal holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
D.C. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 23402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college and uni- 


versity libraries. 
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